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REi JOHN L. LmS, KT A1 



^ » 

rtmvDQWir 


■am.m "by Special Agents 

This man neither 
t «i£n hie nfjiie* Be 

»/» *M> - tlW 

iji vx vvcpui,»o XiU ]^av 



proiy B3WB 

expresses hlasclf poorly and should not bo oonsidorod as a uitnoss* Tho 
following statonjont was soouredj road to him; and aoknowlodged by his markt 


August 26« 1945 
Springfield, 111 



*nnlrrt +-Ktl i*v n4‘Xi 4^rvfnfi»t'fe. 

AU>-«&V V4 ^ * -W-TT M a T VUaA ^ V w***->^*^ V 

to idontif lo^ thcmsclvos 

tc m^to^D^Spo^al Agonts of the Podeml Bureau of ImroBtigatioti* Ho 
threats or premises hCTO boon mado to mo to induoo me to make a 
sta temont • 



"I was oamo to tho 

I an i^^^^itire n of tho uTsTwrf^csen-^ly roside at 
I oan not road nor write ftiglisha I joined tho 
T QQjinot roTiQT!ibQr the es&ot year* I have woricod at 
Mine B for about 4 years and am now amployod at Mine X* I was working 
at Ijino B in 1937 when they had a strike, but I dcai^t know why tho mino 
was shut down* I bavo novor hold any offioo in any union and have 
never boon intoroBtod in any of their uetlvitios* I oannot road nor writo 
my c^fn name and do not reoall over signing any potiticaiB* I have no 
infomaticai about ury Union aotivitios at tho mins* 


His (Xl nark* 


Above rohd to hin and admittod truo* 
**'7itno36odt 



Spooial Agents, P*B*X* 

U* 6* Dopt* of Justioe*" 


<^7 
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Re: JOH!J L. L&VIS, ET AL 




He wa£ born 

presently 
entered this ooun 
on 

He was 


and is 

Tingfield. He 
Federal Court, 

Certificate Ka’nber *j 
the name of 


good witness. 


Petition 
ngfield j 

dr illegFil possession of liquor J""an^pa id $100 fine. 

He Is very cooperative, is willing to testify, and will make a I 



The following signed statement was obtained from 



"Springfield, Illinois 
A’Jgust 26, 1943 




ajic 


lureau of Investiga 


d' res 5 'jsed, and with no promises made me. 


mal^ the following voluntary statement to 

vrhom I know to be Special Agents of the 
of my o'm free will, with no force or 


"I live 



in^f^ld, Illinois, and 
I was bom in 
ed States ir. 


"I joined Uhited "^'Ine Workers at 
in J-.jne The liine there was a c lo^^ 'sn^. a 

nted to worKT^r cane to Springfield in l^'^Jand got a job in the 

Tyfines here. I was st^l^^aeraber of the Unitecliitne Workers, Except for 
a short visit t: I worked In coal r’vSne^aro-jnd Spring field 

fri-fVj.-' having ™T rned to From when 

the 05 " c^ unti’ I d’l^'^^./ork Ijl n ej^^B fcept one 

winter in a si?,all country out just did odd jobs, In liW T becane 

employed at and jo ined the P If A. I had not paid sny'^es to the 

United LJlne ITorkers" sine as I had not been working in yines. The 

Progres_sive Mine^orker^e^^Rerica had a closed shop agreement vdth the 
2'firie, 'and I had to join the P If A to work in the IXine B» No one tried to 
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Re: JO':2J L. LE-.K, ET AL 


»!T:2^.VIE\/ with 

{continued) 




get me to join the P M A, and I did it 
on ins^ oTsn accord bo I could work there. 


"When the P M A was organized, iTraan't working in the liines, Bo 
didn >t take any *>art in the organization, 1 sympathized with the ? A, 
oecause I thirik Leiis gave them a de-’l. A nw/ contract was to be made, 
and I«c%.ls wanted the men to have a lov/er wage, 'he miners had a referencuo, 
and rejected the lower wage scale, but even so, Lewis went ahead and signed 
the contract. I sympathized with the men organising the P If A because of 
tiiis action by Lewis, and the miners got a raw deal. 

"1 joined the P If A in April ofj|H^ and bf^came a menbe-r of 
Local 54, I thirjk chat was the number, or ti^o after I joined, there 

y.a.3 a meeting for election of local Af icers, which I attended. In l&y of 
1937 tlierc was some trouble at the liine, but thcro was no trouble between 
the time i began working and that time, fhe^liine was not 
ai y time, either by a strike, or by the Ifenagaroent. 


uj-uaiuu oum: 


"In }&iy of 1937 , when I vfent on strike the others, the 

reason given mo for the strike was the fact that there was no contract with 
the F M A and the Mine, and the men didn't .want to work without a contract. 
The contract had expired on April 1, and no ne>r one had bean signed. On 
that morning, before arsy men went down into the miriC, groups were' talking 
and saying that they didn't ^:ant to go down in the mine wlthoue a contract. 
Some- of the u«n vjent do>/n into the iainc, &bout half of thes, 1 thlnkj but 
the rest, including iiyself, jusc, h^jng around for a while and then came hone. 


*I never went back to the 14ine again, end I left isy tools and 
everything there. ^ few days later 1 beard a story tlvit the Unitod Mine 
'■lorkors were paying some men to try to organize a U M Tf local in the Ifine, 
and that was a reason for the strike. I didn 't know ariything about these 
m'jn at the time. I wei.t out on Strike. I went out because I didn't want 
to work wltriout a contract. I kricvr that there was a teruporary agree -xfnt 
between the mne and the P M A, 


■I vras not dissatisfied wiv.. the P M A, nor were the majority 
of the men. I know that the United coiild not get any b^-tter contract than , 
the P JS A, and was satisfied vith the P M A, I was not a strong union rran, 
and didn't have any preference b-ctvfeer the Uhited and the Progre-ssivc, 

Som..; tiiae later «n election was hole, 5x the winter ' iJ^*^^tuasheld in 
the state arsenal, and althoufih I was v^orking ae the 

time, I T^ort to the election. I voted for the P ll a ^ caiSe^^^Sggest 
majority of the men were for the rrogressive, I ime^T this bccauso of 
conv- rsation in the various groups, and the feolii'g of the loen was for 
progressive, \fhen I had boon working at the Kins the biggest feeling was 
for the .rogrtsslve. 







■*: .-i: - r.^ « ■ 
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JQHI L* LS':»'ISj ET it! 



INTEBVIErf WITH ^Before the strike I h&d heard nothing 

(continued) pf tiiited Ucn working at the 

although eomc men working may tiaro bo- 
longed to both unions. As I said b "o. .-, tho fooling of the laen was in 
fawor of the- progreEsivo. In the year that I workod at tiie nine, I went 
to only one Progr. csive aenting. because 1 wagn t Interested In Uiion 
mectingE, and not because I rrlght have been interested in liiitod. I Just 
wasn't interoEted enough in cither one. When a meeting was to be held, a 
n^tlc- would be placed on the bulletin board at the Mine. These mion 
meetings were genorally heir about t'ace a month. I can't reoicnber now 
whether or not a notice of a meeting to bo- held the nite before the strike 
was posted or not. Anyway, I can say that I didn't know anything about 
such a meeting. 


"I desn 't r-menbcT ever signing any petition to the sdne saying that 
the majority of the men vrere in favor of P M a, altiiough I might have 
signed one, I kriov; that if a petition such as that was made up, I would 
have signed it, because, as I said, I later voted for P M a in the election. 
However, as I said, I caii't rvmembur whether I signed one or not. I don't 
r^ircmbsr uhtthor anyone from the United “ine workers ever came to mo and 
'asked hk, to sign a petitio but I know that if someone had I would not 
have signed it b.-cause I b-lieved th-, majority of tho men were in favor 
of the ^rogressivt., and I was willing to gc with the majority. After 

f.Vi^ TV'-inf' fnr f.h . f.T mn T T r?nr\ t*i' mrmVk r ftnv 

p-j-Ditions of any kind bc-lng given ne to sign, and I can't remorsbor onj 
conv;yrsation about any petitions that I ;night h-ax’^e had, or hoard about* 

''iixtur I went on strike I heard that the ekiited was tr^dng to 
organise a local, b*ut no one over cairjc to me and asked me to join tho 
Ujlted, and, even if they had, I knov I yfouidn't have joined, for the reasons 
given abox'-e. /J'tcr th- strike, I heard thr.t Ikiited had set up a local, but 
I don’t knew of any :’'tetings that either the United or the Progressive 

Tn^V ViT-H. 

# 1 *-.^ - « 


"I heard that thort was trouble among the minors ^i^isn the mine was 
reopent-d, or attempts made to roopon, but 1 was not there^, so know nothing 
about it. No one ever asked me to go out to the mine to help, and I never 
wont out. I heard that th. sheriff was called at one ticic, but know nothing 
further about that. I heard tlpit United was trying to get men from other 
Mines and put th^jm to work at line__3, but I don't remomber where I heard 
it, or anything else about it. I did hear that the P 11 a got men from 

f..> nS oVot. . Hilt. T <inn tf, Wnour v/hci..hcr 

■ ' ^ . 


^ r* I* Wv r\ zi O 
1 / w 1 1 'S i J V ^ 




tho story was true or not. 
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BTERVIEk" with 
(continued) 

but as I was no longer interested in 
the ICLne, and ditii’t ever see any of the oan, I knenr nothing about it. 

"I don 't kncfw any reason why so few men showed up for work when 
they tried to open the mine, except I knew that most of the men were still 
in favor of the Progressives, I heard at the time* but don't know where 
or how I hoard it, other than that I heard it from members of the P If A 
that a reason the P M A men diAi 't show up at the reopening of the mine was 
because they felt the lianagement of the Mine was trying to get the Qaited 
local in the Mine and keep the Progressive out. I don't know anything more 
about this, as I wasn't working there, but I know that some of the men felt 
there might be a deal between the ifeinagement and the thited, I don 't know 
what the reason for their thinking was, nor do I ever recall hearing what 
the deal might have bean. 

* I got a letter from the ^ne con^jany telling oe that the IfLns 
was going to open again, and saying that the same job was open to every 
nan who iiad worked there at the tliac of the strike. I don 't reraciaber when 
I got the letter, and I den 't renenber whether I got more than one. 


■I did hear something about the in-- 
junction placed by the federal oowrlg 


"After I left the ]fine, Host Just about all contact with the 
tfr.ion apd the iine and the Men, Aside from that first election at 
which I voted, I had nothing more to do with it. ** couple of years after 
I left the mine, a miner '.Those name I can't remember, but who I kno'jr was 
a Progressive, told me that there Wvas going to be another election, and 
asked mo if I wanted to come and vote, I told him I wasn *t in the \mlon 
any longer, and couldn't vote because I ha- dropped ny membership, 

"Before the election of which I voted, I heard that both the 
ibitcd and Progressives vjere active in trying to get votes. No one came 
to See me and told me to come do'ffl;^ and vote. I saw in the papers that 
an election was to be held and went down of my own accord., I never heard 
of any strong-armed methods being used bp' either \jnions ahe do know that 
no one approached me in regard to it. As far as I know it was an honest 
election, because it T^as run by the labor board. 


"I havj had the foregoing read to me consisting of approximately 
tight pages, and statt that everything I said herein is true to the best 
of my knowledge and recollection." 


WU ness es 


A/ 


i ^ 



al Agent, FBI, Springfield, HI, 

Special Agent, f, B. 1, Springfield, HI. 







/ 


r 


-A 




Re: JOHT L. UF^TS, ET At 




srS&;,- 



by agents 

intoxicated condition, and •ro^apparenuJ _ 

several times that if his name appeared in the paper, he vould he klll«d»' 

He refuses to testify, and refused to ai^ a statement* He would not aaki 
a satisfactory witness. He advised he was arrested In Springfield, date n»t 
known, for a traffic violation* 

The following statement was taken from 

•Auburn, HI. 

August 28, 19^3 

make the following voluntary statement to 
[who have identified themselves to as 
as bpeclAi Agents or ine recerai Bure^iu of Investigation. 1 give this 
information freely, and no promises h_ve been made to me, and no Uireats 
h.Lve bean used. 



^ "I live at 
th&ijiine B Coal Company, 
carfe to this country in 



”I don't want to say anything about the conditions at I^e B, 
because I'm afraid for my life if anyone knows that I said anything. 

If the United men knew that I said anything about it, I'd not only lose 
my job, would get shot, I will say that I vias forced to join the 
United Jline "orkers, when I would much rather h-ivc stayed '•ith the Progress- 
ive union, I was forced to join the United, men, ^diose names I won't 
tell, cane to tie and told me that if I didn'^t join United I would be shot, 
or beat up. 


"I was satisfied in with the Progressive union and wanted to stay 
Progressive. In union neetln s, if I wanted to, I could get up and say 
iThatevor I ^?antod to, and in the tkiited raeeti ng*s. if I tried to get up 
to say anything, I wouldn't be allowed to talk. I'm afraid to Say any- 
thing, because there are men around the mine with guns all the time, and 
I' 1 not only lose my job, but I'l get shot. 


•I have read the above, consisting of approximately one and Oae 
quarter pages, and state that it is true to the lest of ray knoorledgs. £ 
do not want to sign it, ho‘-ever, because I'm afraid of what night happen 
to me if anyone should kno'.? about It. 


“The above state^snt was read by® 



and acknowledged 
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Ret JOHN L. 


ET AL 


/ 



INTERVIEW WITH 


AiJgMSt 29, 
He resents 
other than 


1943 by Special Agents 
the tactics of the Utff, 


and 

but had little specific inform tion 
hea^pay. He executed the following written statoceiit.i 

niinots 
29 , 1943 



Augusi 


ment to 
Special 
partment 



following volMitary stato- 
whom I know to bo 
Vostigation, U. S* Do- 


"I was born 
mine union 


Illinois and first 

Joined a mine union abjut^^JIJv/hich I believe later became the 
Ikiited Mine Workers of Ameri ca which will be refe rred to hereinafter 
as the UW* I worked at the Coal Company ^^^j^V^IllinoiS* 

Fro: I worked alTcli^rerent mines noar Illinois 




lfi.ne, and the 

HI. 


nes, the lat- 


includm"g 
ter being near 


member of the at liino 'B ' \ 

under the UlSf, I left mine ’B’ in Ifey, 1937 and I never made any 
attempt to retu rn to th at "mani^ towork, inasmuch as I got a job 
working at the- 111, In August or September, 
1937. 


"In 1932 I started working under the Pr<?g;:i?,§.5ive^^e 
Workers of Amciica which will be referred to hereinafter as the PMA, 
At Ihis'^ime IT was working at KLne *B* and I was a member of Local 
#54 of pjc;. 


ha^ never held an office in any union. I am now working 
at tha'^ SB^ne as a member o. the PliX, I never want to return 

to the u ^^ayed no part in organizing FIJI, IJy job at Mine *5' 

was di'iv mules, 

"1 was al\7ay5 perfectly satisifed with the way P!1A was being 
rm, and I feel that the troubles and the strikes at Mine B was ^ 
caused by a froup of minors v^ho were trying to get the rash 
to clxong© to^UJiif, before !;^y, 193^*^ 


- « 
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Ret JOHN L, LEWIS, ET AL* 


tutto y TT^^ wttk 


"I never attended but two PM&, uniwi neetingB in 
the eleven years I have been a nteidwr of that 
union. 


I do not know enough about the twelve men who were euppoaed 


to be trying to get PUA men to go U13f to say that some of these men should 
have been thrown out of Plfil, but I think that they should have been ejected 
if it was shown that they were doing this, beca'ise Plft had a closed shop 
agreement with Elshoff and I think Elshoff should have discharged these 
men if asked to do so by PHA, ! 


remember anything about it. 

r "I have not liked the UJ£T ever since the time in 1932 John 
Lewis claimed the ballots were stol^ after a vbte was taken on t^ 
question of reduction of wages. 


"I do not remember anythi . j about the wage scale question 
in the Spring of 1937, i 


"I did not know anything about the meeting of the PJfi. on 


May 11, 1943. I left work on l&y ^1^1^937 and never returned. I 
figured I would rather work nearer j 




"I may have sighed the PI^A. petition of May 26, 1937. I don’t 


"I have read this statement consisting on on^ and one half 
pages and have initialed the first page and it is Time and correct to 


the best of ny knowledge. 




(pecial Agent F.B.I.* 


Agent, F.B.I 
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H .0 s <JOEN X#« LEmTTS I ET AX# 



i?t 


ust 28j 


anc 

the ques^iOTT^ropoTRd^ 


I'Krav Interviewed B.t hlw 
f Illinoie < on 
by" Special ^^nts 
appeared to b© cooperative^ 

hin without hesitation. It is believed theV 

^ he would r*ake a good witness to testify to the facts as eot forth in the 
i following signed stateisent: 

Illinois 
20. 1943 

inakr the follorring voluntary statement 
an:.^K|^^^|||^HH|whoT!i I know to bo Special Age^nts of 
of Inve^^^gotion^U. S » Department of Justice* 



Illinois and still reside 

which is not nuniored* 


which will be 
At that tinte 
and oon- 



”I first joined the 0nitedllir^7i‘orkors of 
referred to hereinaf ter T a-t Illinois _in 

I T:aE employed in thc^^^j^Ucoal Co^mino at 
tinued to work at th axmin^a ^ ^ ^ 

At this time I vent to work at IllmoTs forth 

working under UlCT contract. 

”In Deccniber. 1933 I first worked at Mine as a member of the 
Progressive Mine Jorkers cf Am^oa. This union will be referred to 
hereinafter^ as TKe^^Tast day I worked in was about May 12 j 

1937 the day the mine shutdown due to the strike. I was unemploycdf^^^ 
May, 1937 u ntil Novem ber. "1937 at which time I went to work at the 
Coal Co. Illinois. At this mine I worked under a PMA conxrocl 


have novur held an office in any union and I was net working at 
!rine whan it started working under a pyA contract* 

never attended any P1£A union meetings, and I v/as always satisfied 
with the manner in which the FMA had been operated* 


*^yy job at Mine B was digging, c^ol. Relative to the relations at 
this mine they vjere always good between FMA officials and f?iA rank and file. 

"I know practically nothing about th© twelve miners who were all edged 
to be syjipathetic to UMT. and vvho may have been mombors of IM* while they 
were wf>rkint* at mine aa FlIA members prior to May# 1937* 



Re; JOBS L. LE7IS, ET AL 


: OOe.311^. 



H^TERVlBVr WITH 



[eoT 


Enuo 


*I -was not in this vicinity on Sept&nijcr 27, 195t 
the mine atten^ted to re-open oloaed^oKft 

in May, 1937, I w&» visiting * 

Later I went out to Jlin^*B" on several occasions in 

Eeptoriberi 1937 and helped picket for the H&* on ^he mi^ prfe^se*. ^ 
unLployed at this time. I returned to ’line "B" pro^rty again about Kov^W. 
1S3S when I got a Tonn letter from Elshoff stating that the m^e 
and I had to report to work by a certain date if I wanted ny job I 

reported, but never went back to work there and have no additional information 

concerning "thie nafi-ttcr • 






(signed) 
Special Agent 





(signed) 

Special Agent P,6,I,^ 






o 
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Roi JOHtv L, LEPfIS, ET AL 


hnc^^ 

fc>OD 

oiflt ly li3terrlgi»rei t y 

ftt 



his roEidencc 
or. Septenber 2, 1943* & appeared 

end furniehod the follovrin^ signed statement i 


put to him 


Illinois 
September 2, 1943 


Agor: 


make the fol loafing voluntary state - 
whom 1 know to bo Special 
ivcstig^xion^ XJ* S*Department of Justioe. 



*I re fide a* 
emplo''''od* I bort c 
joined a nina uniar ebe 
the United Tine Vrorkc rs ol 
vorked in the locrl nines 


[llino is , C 

|I 1 1 i rio i E I first 

uil. Tffhich *wac torfcing under 
roforrbd to horeinafter as the 1 

! c nerber of Uir»^ and started v.orking in liino B 


rbout at ament er of the U15T. I worked there continuously luitil 

Kay, 19^, at v:hich tine the nino closed duo to the strike, and I never 
T.ont back tovorl: in this nine* I never triad to vjork there after the mlno 
rc-openod. I romeinod a nember of the until Septerbor, 1932 "whon the 
FiA, ^^erninp the prorresrivo Vine Workers of ^erica^ vtpb organisod# I 
r;orkod in Kino B as a FI'A nembor from Sopbenber, 1932 to Jay 12, 1957, the 
dry the mine closed# I have rover held an office in a union* 


*I voluntarily joined tha R'A. in September 1932 when the UiyT 
announced that the ballot box had been stolen, in oonnection with the vote 
on the v;agc scale* I folt thnt the F!A was a good union and I still think 
it is a bettor union than the UlW* I v^anted to got a^.^ay from John L* 

LovTifl as I nevor likod his methods of operation* 


•From Jfcy to Docombor, 1937 I v:orkcd off an on at the FIX picket 
line to protect ny job* I did not picket uftor the issuanco of the Federal 
Injunction of Uoooribor 9, 1937* I do not recall tho facts of tho "wago 
scale controvorey* 

hoard that prior to may, 1937 e rrunbor-of XJIT.’’ organisers were 
v'orking in the zaino secretly to goT* tho non to join but they never 

contaotod no* and I never hoard thon talk to o^hor minors# I never sow 
them boat anyone* 

*1 think Elshoff and Faicotti favorod the uKii', but I don’t 
knen'^ why they preferred thon# I attend- d vury fevr union mootings and did 
not keep up T;ith union affairs* I voluntarily signed tho FVA petition dat^d , 


^ 62 - 
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o 


C'06313 


Ro f JOHi: L* LErns, ET AL 


j ay 26, 1937 to Bho?t 1 -wos e PTIA member. I never vorlcod- 
in Tine B after l^ay 12, 1937 ithen Elehoff *hut it dowzu 
I dcT^iiaf'icnovv v;hy it ifis cloeed iorm# I feel that 
Elshoff shut the nino down eo he could lator sign up 
T^ith VL! , liut I have no facts to rutstantir to this statementa 



hove op.rciuliy road and fully unde:- stand the Oix and a half 
parae of tnis ?;tatcr,rnc v;hich contains the truth to the host cf IV knowledge# 


*'itro ssedc 


Snoc^^ii^ront* F . h 
Spociai -Ti^ont Ph B# ' 


/s 
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T?« * .TriTTM T T T3 TQ VT tT. 

O.L9 » U»J.aJ.« «kU 


L9C- 



had no recollection of pert. 

Yjorjild not T.ake & competent TKitneBSi 


terviewed by fecial ligente 
at hie residence, 
ptember 2, 1943* He 
, and appearing to be mentally slcTW, 




furnished the folla\’Jing signed statement i 


Illinoie 

September 2, 1943 

make the following vol\intary statement to 
and I kno^v to be fecial Agents of 

le FederalBureau o.f Invostigc^tion, Pepar'unent of Justice# 


in Septe.-'ber, Qll^ I presently live o:. 

“I first joined a mine union in the United States 
IJllinois* This union v/ns the United l*ine Tforkers of Anerica 
referred to hereinafter as UIT»* 


vorked at several other mines under the UlW and then started 
^’orking at I’ine *B* about 1923 under the 

'^Tho only office I ever hold with a mine union was being a 
member of at the Pan^er^rj^^ at Springfield^ 

'•I very seldom attended union mo etins either under the Ulf or 
the Progressive I"ine T^^orkers of /ijnorica which will be referred to herein** 
after as PrA, except as a member of the Pit c^omnittee above mentioned* 

®I took no active part in orgoniting the PI'A at lAne “B** 

•I was last worked at l ine on Vay 12, 1937 though T helped 
the mine a couple of days* ^ 

*1 do not knetv' anything about the relations between Elshoff 
and Local 54, P3‘A*, fresn Soptenber, 1932 to April, 1937 when the miners 
struck^ 

*ns far as I can reneiiiber the PJA members got along v/ell with 

their officials in that union* I liked the PH* and would rather work 
under that union than work under the U'lT# 
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Re: JOHN U LE5TIS, 


ii:TEnvigr; with 



iiiuoa ) 


FI -* !ne’"'.bers to 


•I 

at 

*1 

join 


ET AL 


presently an en^loysd at the 
Springfield, Illinois as 


^7 



heard that the following men vjare trying to organita 
the Ui:.': 


JOS .ysrs 
.JSjSE yhZELgVipCS 
Da i>:i^i^Tsyji,i£ 
I-EDE'C.i^.TER 
FR.-DX .j;STK 
TCU^ FLOTGH 


JOEi: ;■ COT TON) 
jJHn "fi nTCCT - — ^ 

C *^1 . ■ uJE; S 2 KpK 

7 ;t 't?c; r t . V . 


*1 do not refill com jr beir:?een on© of the 

TTior* and a mine" in v;hich co3qt:i' rat ion tiia iii^ner v;:i6 asked to Join TJl^ 
or threatened if he Jr-. d not* I v.^as never p:rsonally approached and asked 
to join UI3V, ' 


do not rcrtw^^iber the lacts and details concerning the *wage 
scale controversy-^ 


^*1 can not recall the j-It- Eioeting of Jlay 11, 1937 v;hen tto 
mine'^ s ’^ero ejected fron\ tho Pjti. 

**I renenbor that on the corning before the strike started soti© 
of the miners short loaded their coal cu.rs and I did the same, nero ly 
because others '^-'cre doing it* IIo one instructed ne to short-load and I 
do not knav Why it v;as done. 

do not reinoWor sirnin/: any petitions either for Hi* or 

UIW 


never v;ont bad: to after Tay 13, 1937 v;ith the 

intontion of returning to v;ork« 



'•I have carefully road and fully understand this statonent 
consisting of and one half pages and it is true and correct to the 
best of riy knowledge* 
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h.^'^,i-S^‘'-‘ 7 .t-tr^i »' 


iS*** * 


^ 




Hs i < 70 H!^ L> UL.tlSy £>T 


was 

which tine he stated in a' 

^^^Tvc any inTurmtlonrLlativi, tc instant cast. (/t/KKjfw&s very vagus 
as to any incidents that took place at JCLne B and i^i^Dn,ievod bo woujd 
not niakt a favorairle witness, 


J* . ^ . -m .. * 


__^ j.'i. _ 


^ ^%-± . 


interview: 


exocutca tn- loiicwing aigneo etatenent at 'wic tine oi tnis 


«Springfisld, HI. 

,.uguBt 27, 1943 

make tho following voluntary stateraent to 
bet^b of vniom have identified thOLiSolvcs 
:ing bpeciai ^vzon t s oi ^ne Te de ral Bureau of investigation . No threats or 
proniises hatv been made to sc in order to induce ne to make any Btatencnti 




51 was bf'rn ii- 
I am yr>-St'(i 


joined a miners union in ab ut, 
.This wr.s the U, H. U. union, 
the vicinity of Springfield. 



and pr.^sently reside atj 
5£mc A as an ongl ncer, I f irst 
I was living in Illinois. 

I hai® been a rau?c^a^Pand on in 



*•1 started back at nine B in the fall of 1936 and worked therw jjp- 

+ h rs i"c?+ I 1 r T T?>'nn 3 T TJ*4rt4’. 1*.ri ^i"\T*V ^ t; I 

b. u ' V JU ^4. bJ V I-/ ^ f ^ r * ^ *LL m^«l. A V — ^ V* V rrwA.n 

J^Brindrthen worked at Coal Co. until some tine in 

^went back to Itino B. *11 tn^t^? I was er^oloyed at JfiLns 3 I vftis 
stati-ned in th^ retail yard leadin'* coal trucks. I never p^J.d an;r atten- 
tion to \nion affairs and cannot give any infornatlcm as to v?hat caused the 
strike at Mine B in 1937. }fj job kept ne out of the nine itself and as a 
result I hardly ever saw any of the mine. 



"I first joined the P. U. u, in r.bK.>ut^^^|H^^mHVand ^>nly at- 
t.r-nHpd nnoj nr ■t.eio mf-toti ti?'s d'.iri m» the. or. tire tipiG T waaSL^GEVolovcd- I am. 
ncv.' a member of the U. 11. W. local at|^&ne A and have never attended any of 
their meetings. I have never formed an opinion as to what cuasc-d the strike 
in Mine 3 4: he\e nut been interested enough tc even try to find out rhat 
caused it. I have no information relative to any union activities prior 
to the strike in 1937 and have no infbrmation relative to any Jiappenings at 
the mine after that date. 

I hiVu absolutely no informtion whatsoever relative to any inci- 
dents on iffiion activities, T h>vc never simod any petitions to the test 
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Iciest 




, .. . 





m rERviz,/ vaxH 

(cantinued) 



pa^L and hereby sign this page*" 


of ny nenory, I havt read over this 
statenent ^ It is true to the best of 
lay belief , I havw Initialed the first 


/a/ 



"'•/itncsscs 



Special h^'ents, F, B. I* 
U. S. Dept, of Justice* 



t 


/ 
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Ba: JOHN L. St AL 

^ 7 o y'U> 







i^Tg^ vnsr: toth 

~~ special 

iAi« 8pe« 

broken English, told his story in a coril53iCTn^^fflS and it iB beliered ' 
he wo'xLd make a good iritness to testify as to the facts set forth in the 
following signed statenent ¥hich he executed et the time of ^thia Inter- 
view. 

"August 2®^ 1943 
Springfirf-d, nil 

make the following woluntary statement to 
both of vlijOin have identified themselves to be 
SpeciaT' Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. No threats or 
prottises have been made to me to induce me to make any statement* 

of the U. S. since siding at ^ 

Springfield, I have been a miner practically all my life and joihi 
U.U.vr. in Oklahoma in about 1921* I have office in any 

union. I started working for mine B in aboutjj^^^fcnd prior to that time 
I had been working at the S||B|||||r!^^ as a mi^^^o^the U.M.W. Tlien 

the Progressive union was .B the^jj^^BJUJmine went on strllca 

and the men began picketing at liany oiTn^men Joined the 




UilXL/li a, LIKA J. 




+.V>«» rvi 1 i mm ^ 

...... 


pi t;oo-L VC 

T7e felt- that the Progressive union was the better \inion and wanted to 
get rid of John L- Lewis, There had been an election which we lost «nd 
the men were not satisfied with U.M.W. 


“In my opinion everything was going along all right until some 
time in 1936 when the management began favoring the U.M.Tv, It was about 
that time that some of the men began talking to the men and telling them 

to switch over to the U, 11.17, I was never approached by any of these 

+V»r» nV satvm mp»n rurnT'na Vm+. T Vnnw fil.T tirhfi 

JiiCi i aiiU. »-'-»■ ^ -W. 4.W — — 

men were talking about it. Some of the men who were trying to organize 
feu- were Joe Albanese, Dominic Fasquale, PftejCarter, Trar^ 

Aiistijij TonyJ^ptcKT^liHTmaniasi ^ofg^3poFaway’"and ^wlin^^Grcen, I- 
never saw any literature distributed by these men and do not knen? anything 
about their actions. 

"In the spring of 1937 there was a dispute about wages Involving 
back pay which we were supposed to r''b* I attended a majority of the 

13lfA \ r»cs vnn f.nlH nv mv tViAt ou^ union could 

nCl% i»icc; •pv* - v.- ^ ^ ^ ^ 

get as much for us as the U.M.W* Those men that I mentioned above were 
telling the men that the U.H.W. was getting more money for their men amd 



Ret JOHN L. L1OTI3, ET AL 
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and one tine Franl: Just in told us we were getting less 
money than the U.U.Tr, Re did not ask us to join the 

T1 W. + hrnitrV. . 4. 

W* AW A A 9 

"I did not attend any union meeting the night some of tlie men 
■were ordered expelled fron the union. I had fieard tl.erc was supijosed to 
be a sjxjcial meeting of our union the day before the actual strike, but 
did not know what tiie meeting was . i -ut until the next day when the strike 
vas called, 

"Before we started work on the morning of llay 12, 1937, our pit 
coranittemen told one of tiie Falcetti brothers that some of our men had 
been expelled frc*a the union for being active for the U,H.’7. and that those 
laen should not be allowed to work for us. Our copinittemen reported to 
us that the corapan;" men said they couldn^t stop the men froc working 
because that would be a violation of the Wagner Act, Our men were 
opposed to worid-iig with the same men as I pi-eviously mentioned, that is, 
Albanes^, Carter and the others. To the best of my memory ther^ wasn't 
an^ argument about wages that morning i Host of our men knew that those men 
mentioned had been kicked out of our union. 

"Our men went down into the mines and most of tiie men loaded 
the cars short. Tie decided to do that after talking over the situation 
beloT^ and all of our men were sore because the men we were complaining 
about were supposed to work with us. We loaded cars short most of the 
day and when we came out of the nine at 3 s 30 we tiere told that the union 
was going to hold a special meeting outside, next to the pit in Mine B. 

I do ronember that the president of our local had charge of the meeting 4 
he told us were going to strike and for us not to cone to work the next 
day. I reiawnber that shortly after the strike there was a union meeting 
at our hall and I signed a petition for the P.M.A. at the hall. 

"TiTienever our men heard that the coiapany was going to open the 
mi ne >ve would go out to the nines and picket, I remember that at one 

time I stayed at Jfene B on picket duty for about two weeks, I went to 

work for Iline A in about September or October of 1937 so I do not know 
much about what" happened at liine B a'’ter the striked 

"During the time I vas at }'ine B I never received aiw threats 

fron anyone. I voted in the IJLRB election during December of 1937 

and remember that wo all met at the PLIA hall and marched to the Armory 
in a body to cast our vote, I didnH hear anything about any threats 
or fighting that went on at that time. At the time of this election 
I was working at lUno A so I cannot state as to what took place at that 
time. I am willing to testify in court to any of the above facts* I 




INTSRVIB1-; "WITH 



continue 


Witnesses 


have tead this entire statement oj fire pages, hare 
initialed the first four & hereby sign this page. Thi« 
statenent is true to the best of ay memory. 

(Signed) 



) Special Agents, F.Jj.I. 
TJ.S. Dept, of Justice « 
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Het JOHN L. LETrllS, ET AL. 


^ 9c^- \ Z^9i:) 


v^ 


\ 



INTERV IBT. 7.1 TH 

?<£| 

witness. 


ewe d by Specisl Ag&nte 

This person expresses' 
would not Bieke a desirable 


Following is a signed statement obtained froiL 

“Springfield, Illinois 
August 31, 1943* 

residing at make the 

following signed statemonl hawe 

identified thoniselves as Specia^^^enr^rorthe Pedere^sures^of Investi- 
gation, Ko threats or pronisea have been made to ne to induce me to make s 
statement* 


States in 
rtcrkcrs in 


■Mi 


born 

and became a citisen in 
I have never held an o3 


come to the United 
joined the United Mine 
foe in any union* 


“l started working at Ij ine B in UjBand joined the Progressive 
in 1932 when all the other miners^ c Al^oT the men wanted tc join 
Prcgresslvci at that time* From 1932 to 1937 everything was all right. The 
men all seemed satisfied with the FWA* 


“In the spring of 1937 some of the men started talking about 
joining UIJm, There were three or fobr cf these and I rtmember that 
and Dcninia'-PhiMjhal.o wore supposed to be for U,M.T1* They did not talk to 
me, however* 

"I do not remember anything about a new contract in the spring of 
1937, I did not hear any talk about anything of this sort, 

"On the day of the strike I was working as a digger in^H^at 
Mine B» I guess I loaded two or three cars that day, then the driver came 
and said "Everybody out". I didnH know what the trouble was* I guess I 
load one or two cars short that day - I don't knew why, somebody said load 
short* I didn't hear anything about a wage argument that day or about 
anyone being kicked out of the union* 

"■..hen I got to the top of the mine somebody said "Strike"* Z 
guess it was because Andy and Dominic were working for United* 

*I forget now whether I signed any petition or not* I was not on 
any picket 1 itie , I worked on '.PA that I kndw other fellows were on 

a picket line but I didn't go, I was too busy* 


Be: JOHN L. LE IS, ET AL 





INTEFv^IKi uITH ®I didn’t go back to the mine until it opened up and then 

I didn’t go tc work until December, 1939. Fedcettl had 
sent me a note telling me to come to %or]p# I atltl 
atayed on the until about the Spring of 194C. I 
then decided I had better join bLc::.use 1 waa an old man and didn’t imuA 

tc lose my job. Nobody told me I would Ic&e my job, but I knew. Ho one ©to 3 | 
bothered ne. I do not renomber onythi^rig about mn election, held by the 


j ^ 4 1 mrss 

J UA.UO u \^IV^ VWT1 . 


T _ 

A UWVA 


^ ^ 4 at «« « aIi 1^ ^ 


to union activities and n^vor wo3it to many moatinga. I still don’t know 
whitt caused the strike in 1937, somebody just called it. It makes nc 
difference tc me which union I belong to, it is just the s&m e^ c onditions are 
the sane with both. Nobody ever made ma join any union or threatened me in 
anyxmy. 

®The abeve statement was read to me and I declare it tc be true 
the best of my memory. 



fctitnessedr 



Special Agents, FBI, U.S. Dept. 


of Justice. 




executed^ 


^ikUgust 27, 1945 
Springfield, Illinoi# 



make the following voluntary st&tement to 
oth of whotn have identified themselves to ila 
Fedoral Bureau of Investigation* No threats or 


ifW iilCUkC «LUjr B wG. W • 



coal I was about 

trade until the stril^ini937. I first joined a union in 
joined the U.Ji.V.. and »'as a nonber of that union until 193E 


d started working la the 
years old a nd wor ked at that 


3^*or 

2 tHSc 


when 
^ the 


1 

HU 


was formed* I started working for Itin e B in aboutj 
until the strike in 1957* 


rand worked there 


a. Tk ^ ^ i ^ J 2 -* *1 f> T ^ 

uiic nu^icacf^vc nao xuimou xxi ^ vuujl uu xii 

it and inrfact didn't vote for any union* I always felt %hat when the new 
union was fornsed, it was formed just to make new jobs for men* I don't 

know how the company felt about either the or Progressive* The 

management never said anything to' me to induce me to belong to any union* 
Conditions sccJiaed to be the sane under the Progressives as under the U*i{*^* 
They weren't any better and they weren't any worse* I never paid much 
attention to union activities and in i.4ct iiardly ever attended any meetings* 
I have heard rumors about some Progressive men being spies for the 
but do not know anything about these non* I know Carter, AuBtin^ George 
Jaoaway and Smory Jacaway were supposed to be spies but I do'^no^ kno^ ‘aKy^ 
thing about their activities, I do not knew anything about evehts leading 

up to the strike in 1937 and had no idea why a strike was called* wore . 

told the strike was called duo to the fact an agreement coulh^t be reached 
between the uhion and dompany about wages# 


**I was dovm in the pit when the mon started loading the cars short. 
Some of the men startod saying that wo should send the cars to the fep 
partially filled as soon as 4ve started working the morning of Hay 12, 193?^ 

1 know that I loaded some cars short because when I saw the other men doing 
it I thought I had better do the seono. As I recall, I was of the opinion 
this was being done because the company wouldn't agree to a v/ago settlement# 


»-^4w 










■ ■■ '. ; .. 

,r < A, y r- 




.' ^ ■* ■'^ 'i ' 


Be« JOHN L. 12:^3, BT AL. 


INTERVIEW T.1TH *I reneniber Bigning A petition to go back to work for 

the Frogr&ssivo union, but don^t remembor whether it 
was at the house or the union hall. 1 reoeinber ti^t 
after the strike two men came to my houae and asked me to sign sone petition 
or some otter paper for the U.U»T«. but I refused as I was satisfied with "the 
Progressives, They didn't threaten mo and left the house when I said I 
wouldn't sign. I remember receiving some notice through tj» mail to ccoe 
back to work from the company. I didn' t Ko back to work or even try t o Jto 
back 



*In Tierw of the fa ct in 1937 X attended 

very few union meetings and s olcanSrstateast^^^ union activities or 
plans. I merely went back and forth to work and followodi^ateve^or^ra 
the union gave to the membership. In the period betweer^^^H^^^^^B I 
wns a Pit Conmitteeraan for the , but other than thatltoo^n^lntcrest 

in union activities. 


Vt >1 


«TTA ■T’ftpr 


+:)-n' i 


fiA+^.fanftT^+: rtP . 






three pages and hereby sign this page to show that I have read over the 
entire statement and it is true to the best of iqy memory. I wish to state 
that I would be willing to testiiy in court as to the above facts* 


.Itnesscsc 




Special ^onts, FBI, tJ.S. Department of Justice, 



presented a nice appearance and told his story In a 
calm and collected manner. He talk^ in a fairly convinting manner and it 
is believed he would be a good witness to testify to those facts within 
his knowledge. 



^executed the following signed stat«nent* It is iKJted 
that this individual might be a reluctant witness in open court. 


"Springfieldi Illinois 
August 27, 1943 



_ make the following voluntary stateznent 
both of whom have identified themselves 
Federal Bureau of Investigatitm, Ho 
threats or promises have been made to me to Induce me to joake any statezoent. 



"I was born presently Inside 

I started working at ?£l ne E > ef ore the last war and have 
'e e^r since with the exception of the time 1 was In the first 
I have never held any office in the union ISut was a member of the U.!!.!!. 
In 1932 there was a dispute that arose between the union and the company as tc 
the amount of v/ages. Due to that fact the men in Mine B broke away and 
foraed the P.Ii.A. Everything seemed to go along fine from 1932 until the 
time of the strike in 1937, 


^ "SoraetiJce about the first of Hay, P**tR rart.er, T ony Blotch. 
AndjJfshrevilians, Pastjuale, A ustin and several others, began agitating 
amongst the men; they were calling the men **3cabs” & trying to start 
agitation for the men to join the U.ll.W. The territory I was in at the 
mine had a nice gang of men in that section and we never had any trouble 
in our section, I know that Bo hannon . Plotch and Austin seemed to have a 
lot of money and were driving new cars around about that time. 1 was never 
approached by any of these men however, I didn't hear of arQT meeting tO 
be held on the night of Ilay 11, 1937 end do not know vdiat action the union 
took with regard to these men,- On the morning of the 12th I heart! that 
Bowling Gree n, Ar^ and Pasquale had been expelled by the union. These men 
were supposed to be drivers, but they spent most of their time on the sur- 
face trying to talk the into joining the I believe it was 

coDEnon kziowledge amongst the men that these men had been fired.' 

«I remember that Shortly after the strike, soiae officers from 




: r 






a 




Re* JOHN L. LiiSIS, 1ST AL 




Progressive came to the house & asked me to sign ' ^ 
their petition] nhich petition I signed, 1 was - ^ 
not approached by anyone from "the to sign any 


of their petitions. 


« 


*1 do not kncr.r anything that happened at the mine at the time 


attempte rere made to open the mine, I stayed away froia the mine during^ 
the period the mine was shut down. As far as I was concerned the first 
KXRB election held in December 1937 was regular in every respect. 

There was no attempt on the part of the management or the unions to sway 
the men in their voting. The Progressives won this election. In November 
of 1939 I went back to work at t he mines andft^ sam e men were again 
agitating. A man by the name of very a ctive at this time in 

tryingto organize the men for U.N^Wr^||^^^K||^HHHand a man by the name 
of>^|^Bvrere also active at this timeinwT^^^t^organize the men for 
D.lalW^^T didn't want to sign with the U,lf*TT, because I had been with the 
" ve a long time and had a death claim with them for my father, 

the others started fights with the Progressives and didn't seem 
ng any work. In my opinion these men were encouraged by Falcetti 
and the company and no attempt was made by the company to stop the men 
from organizing. 


was held I heard many rumors to the effect that the U.M.W, men were bxiying 
liquor for the men and getting them drunk prior to the 'ti^ they voted. 

All the ti“C \?e had been working under an open shop Jimmi^ale and others 
were brag.Ting about how much liquor they could get >7ith tne U.M.r, In 
Feb. of '41 I was not approached by either side in an attempt to influence 
my vote. 


during the tine the nine was shut down between 1937 and 1939. I know that 
in my section of the inine, which is on the west side, there wasn't any 
damage to speak of, I do know that there was supiosed to have been some 
damage done on the north side of the mine. The north side v;as the side 
occupied principally by the Agistors, , 


I know that some of the men became involved at the meetings tfi arguments 
and actual fights so I decided I would stay away from then. For this 
reason I would not care to testify against any of the U.h.V, men in op^ 
court — I'd be afraid of them taking some drastic action against me — 
in facbt I would fear for my life, I would not hestitate to testify 



"After three or four months of this agitation, most of the men 
seemed to be swinging over to the O.H.Tf. In Peb, of *41, when the election 


"I never heard of any fii» that \7as supposed to have taken place 


"I have not been to a union meeting of the U.U.Tf, for over a Jiear, 



INTliKVlEr..' 'WITH 



V 


Cvfiv-xTTuCXIy 


before a secret grand Jury session as to tlit 
facts related above* 1 liave read this statement 
over and It is true to the best of my memory* 


Titnesses 



Special Agents, 

U.5. Dept* of Justice" 


(Signed) 
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trOHN L. LEVTS. ST AL 


I13TEEVIST Ti^ITH 


* ~ 





Xn^iotitusvac o y apo^ lal ISgoii't 

at which tigoho rtatod ho imi prosontly 
portront. ^||[H|^festato£ ho 'vro.s hom la' 


had lived 


^ois his wholo lifb* fis 


crs^nt In his CplaloB hhQ?o wu 

scino kind of “doa.1* nado botwoon Lewis and Elshoff, but oould givo no 
ovidenoe to substantia to this opinion* 

At the tino of this Intorvlov ^^B||H^poko in a olon intolll- 
gont and oolloetod mnnor, did not give tho lj!5)roBsion ho was bitter or 
projudiood against ary side* It is bolicvod ho wou^ nakc o good witness 
to tostify as to tho facts in his poseossion* gB/ft oxooutod the follcsr- 
ing statonont and stated ho would bo willing t^Tostiiy as to tlJose 

rnrt+.R-. 


•^ringflold, Illinois 
August 26 « 1945 


Special Jigont ion. Eo throats or 
pr anises havo boon nado to no and 1 noko this statonont frooly for tho 
pUJTpOSC -f, ^ n g I Iryi rtCJ 0««OG3TEi.I^ OO rt nJTn di.f fioViXtioS 

Mine B» 

<■ 

which was tho WK’ looaF for 
TE55 B. In 1^32, duo^t o oub lo caror wage Inoroasos in tho ninos, tho 
Uin -was kicked out and PtA was fomod. At first I did not want to 
Join P?-ii but I had to if I oarod to werk, so I joined* 1 was w<Mrklag 
at kino B. having boon there slnoo 1924 and after PJA enno in things 



T /Nin ^ wnriw«T -\r»+ T W _ 


r\ws + rt Cfl^jTA 'ttffi b rtrtc+rrsrf* A rsA 

yA.VA VW A ^ n ^ w v V 


Dcniniq^Pasa^ialo onno to ny house, urging no to join* I do not rononborl 
'who'was with hijc but Paequalo told ico *If you don^t ooru in, you won*t 
work.* 


•Pron 1932 to 1937 P!J4 vms having no trouble* Tho ronbors 
v;oro.woll pleased and v/o vero having no trouble with the offiolale^ 
Attendance was good at every ncoting and working conditions woro 
oxocllont* 


*ScmctinD about tho lattor port of /*pril, 1937, Patft_.Cartor— • . 

and Prank Austin o&no to cy house and asked no to join UlK* I did not 
want tb" and t^d then so, because I was vwll satisfied with P1!A* 



•-iitout two wooka aftor thia, and probal)ly on Hey llj 
1937 a apooial nooting T7aa called by PU&« jIb nocor laa 
I oan recall thla nootlng waa anfaounoofi by a notlco 
on tha bullotln board at tho nlno# ’ I attended thia 
ix^oting: and Eil^Schowo^ tho prosliont road off chorgoa that certain 
laoiAbcra of PII4 wore working against the union In that they T?oro trying ^ x 

to flrot tho non to ^oin HIST* Tho non \?Qro nonod and I ks^ thvfc Poto \ 

Carter, Frank ^etin and Dor^inio Pag guala ^oro aoong thoru Thoeo nofi" \ \ 
v/cfc'proflont and could have ^In^ieroE ohargoa^ "but a« I recall^ they J \ 
loft TTithout saying anything. Othor nonborp toatiftod that they had been • \ 
approached by those non in on effort to got then to join A vote \ 

\7rxB tokoE and the bo non \7ore oxpolloc fren nlo. ^ \ 



toontlnuoflj 


follo^ring day, which 'would be Itay 12, 1957 the non who 
%7orc oxpollof ceno to go to work. Inaanuoh as thoy no longer. bolong#d 
to the union the non vouldn^t work ^.ith then and wanted thon diechorgod. 
Thj r»n wro urged to go to work and finally wont dewn In tho pit, but 
aa long as tho oxpollod ncri>ore woron't flrod, the other non started to 
aopd up short loads of coal* Thinga got worao and finally tho nbn "woirt 
on a strlko. I do not know for sure who called tho strike, but it was 


V .. ^ ^ _ ^ ^ ^ T ^ J 

^UUUUD4J VX \tlBJ VJLpVAXUU 






diflp\rto^ 


T I 


*I signod Q petition about Ifcy 26, 1937 'whioh ctatod that tbo 
elcncrc ■vrontod PlUl to roproeont thon* I Bi^nod this at tho Union Ball 
and as I rooall, ecno noribors "Boro approaohod at thoir hono* Bov? over, 
vhothor tc si^n or not was up to oaoh r«n and no one vas nado to si^a or 
throatonod in anyway, Tho purpoBo of tho pot it ion was to shesr tho 
cor’pany that ■vro wantod to baok under F1&, 


did ovorythlnc they could to upon tho ninos, Tho stato 
Prosidont JocN^onlc, nado sovoral trips to TTashin^ton to ^ot holp^ 

•ict.:otiix> in Soptoribor, 1937 , PUshoff sent a notico through 
tho r.ail that tho nlno would opon* 4 n attorpt was nado to opon it under 
DlSt' but HI non wont In and took tho nlno ovor, stayod in thoro 
fifty-sovon days and woro sorvod "iFith a Fodoral injunction nakin;; Ue 
20 t out, At this tino wo folt that this was not richt, but thoro was ^ 
nothlnr Wo could dO about it* 

•l voted In tho MIBB olootlon In Dooorbor., 1937 , I rocall 
that this olootlon was hold in tho Amory, No ono told how to veto, 
tho olootlon was orderly and thcro was no dlstuj^baiioo of any klhd* 

Aftor this, I die not go back to tho inLno and jcn©» nothiyg of any othor 
OQpurronoQS thcro.^ ' ' ^ . 
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l]7rg p v T‘g? WITH *I havo read and haT* hod tho aboro abato-Toat road to 

E» and doolaro It to b» truo and oorroorti 
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^0H17 U LSTIS, fir AL 




^rin^fiolfi^ lilinoiB* 



R2i JOHN U 2T AL 


.ty 


INTERVIST WITH 




x);^ 


%)ringfleldi 111 - 

i 230 i»^ wB£^^ti«Wi€nff«d at the Pa ir gr ounda* He la a natural- 
iced although he experiences difficulty In ex- 

pressing his idea® in ^^g^ieh7 he appeared to have a good laicRvledge of the 


^ ^ A- t ^ ^ 4^ #«. 4- la { A ^ I'tmk. TTa » ^ f- ^ ^ A ^ 1 t 4*-0^^ 

pyx' Vi-liHU V W\J Vtj U-P X UV M9^ t#w 


viewing Agents 
fense v^ork^ He 



own orimina 



that he is presently doing de- 


The 


foliating ■ signed rte^tment was 


executed 



»&:ringfieldp 111 
August 51, 1945 ^ 



who ar« 

Sr'ociel -^ents of the Federal Bure^ of Investigation* Fo threats or prodises 
of an^'‘ kind have been made hy than to get JOC to nake a stateioent^ 


xr. 



*I was born 

land beoaine a naturalised dit'lten in 


I emigrated to United States 


‘I began v orking in the mines shortly after I cane to the U« S* 


_. * T- .j j.^_ r-r. r^A J ^4- 

auG X joi-nec ux^aux* ub b^xav bxxuo* 


*In 1932 I joinod becf-usg the majority of the man vet a joining 
that union. I continued tc vtork at line “E* as a PlJf until 1937 when the strike 

occurred. During this time everything oonoerning working oonditions and set- 
tling grievances was satisfactory to ne. I had no difficulty with P.H.17* 


_ T T W t ^ _ 

aevertix Atxyur opxtjo 


“During the wage scale coitrovarsy in the spring of 1937 I ssw 


«*■ Vi M. n a X 4 - nmnX 1 #* 

T. o> b V' iXilp V 


a+ 

j^V ** V4.S.U 


men V 7 ere JOE AJ^JjESE, DC&aNIC P>JS^Uj-LE, CH^, JOfirtfgOK. PT^.^AUSUK, JO® 
SIRTOUT, GEOr Ja’Ci:>.AY, TONY ELOTCH, fETER CABTSR, 

lOEtSV'SCHRELie'/iObS, JO® - 


^During the so^lc controversy 

F»1V"* told us V6 -would continue to work on a s 
signed end thon we vould get a 10/ raise® 



bofurd EieiiiLber of 
until a contract 




IT J _ ► _t. ^ ^ „ A. J J* i _ «. ^ Vi ^ h-V.4- 

A Qun’ 't roouxx txt- boijuxxi^ « vxxo 




*0n the morning of the atrllco wo were told that some of the spiel . 
had been expelled from tha P.’/'.TT, and that ELSHOFF had refused to “fire* them 
so v;e were told to load our oars short that day. I loaded sone oars that had 
only €00, 900, and 1100 pourids in them. In tha afternoon just before quitting 


7i • 





RSi JOHK L. LE^IS, ET AL 




vf 6 wer© *tcT d th&t th© min* on s'trilc* sc w* ci^s# 
to the flurrace# This was agreeable to me because I didn't 
want 5 or 4 spies spoiling our unicm* 


*I don't recall signing any petition In the summer of 1937 but I 
do recall that two **guys^ came to my house to get me to jc^ n X think 

I told them. X 


they were the yoting JACAWAJT boy and a fellow nan 
was satisfied with PMA^and was not interested in 'jo 
me at that time that UJJV’T was the strongest* 



IM.W. They told 


reroocnber that 

the mine would reopen and I 


ame to my house and told me 
could go to work. I wont out to the mine to go 
to work but we began to picket the mine instead* The picketing started be- 
cause if we went in the cage to work we were told w© would he.ve to join 

W i T 1 11 * -4-1-. a 4- ^ VkA + \ira 4 V) A 

TT ^ A y X ^AO V*# Lia. k/ wi.au w W sa uaau mm 

word passed along through the group. I picketed along with the rest until \ 
W6 were served with an injunction which stopped us Xroa picketing on the mine 
property, I did not see any fights or violence during the picketing. 


“l voted in the M.,Rf ^ection in Dec. 193T and I think it was a 
fair election. I don*t recall ah attempt to d?«i the mine right after the 
election. 


"In Kovember 1959. I received a letter saying I could go to work 
as the mihe was going to open. P.M.'t, decided we should go to work to hold 
our jobs because things were in a "mess" about the union. \ 


"I continued to work at Mine "B" and did not see anyone beaten or 


"T J-\ J ^ m-. Jk T 

1. voxea J.H une bluia j. 


rorcea uo join ujbjt* 

¥ras a fair one a* far as being able to vote ee I pleased and in a secret 
fr shion* No threats or promises were made to get me to "^te for either Plff 
or UlSV, 


work for 


'I quit wo rk In April or liay following this election and went^to 


am not now a member of P*M*A. because I haven't kept my duet 
4 ^ V^neiiAA T Vr. VTQ Vii3.-»vi CW 4 »\ +'.Vka ■m4iro*- T nnft'Tftir tri TIW 

and would want to rejoin P»M*A« tf I went back to the mines to vrork* 


*I have had the above stotemont of fead to me by ‘ 


WITNESS® » 



land it It true and corrects 


Special Agent, F.B#!.* 

Special Agent- F.B.I*, Spfld*, Ill» 



I 



TKTERVIEft MTH 


|!^^LiT Z5^Tyf^^^y Special 

|Hi||| is re gla'^ rad with L^alpg^^^IrT^# Spria^ialU, UUuoH^ &• 
n states he has no criminal f*e9or4 

and indicate^^fflr^fwin^^S^oopers tlve witness. Ee sj?eak« 
English without difficulty and appears of average Intelligeac®. . ■ 




first Joined the Ul^ while working 

in Springfield^Tll. I was a laember of TOW until 1933. I^A^lT.of 1932 
there was a strike and I did not work until Eeceniber of 1955, at which tiaa 
I went to work in k ine *B* at Springfield at which time I Joined the Plft 
union. From December of 1953 until kay of 1957, I worked in Mine "B” - and 
was a ifteniber of PWA. during the entire time. . 

♦During the time from 1935 until L'ay of 1937 I noticed Elfihoff tos 
friendly with those sympathisers working in Mine "B", These sympathiser 
were Charles Bohannon, Pete Carte r and several others, about twelve in all, 
whose na^TW I oVEnbYVgme^efr''‘*Tlshoff and these men Would have parties In 
the oonj^ office, but none of the fellows who belonged to Pitt were at thos- 
parties. During this tlrao the talk among the fellows working in the Vine - 
•B* was that the was furnishing the money to agitate for TOW in Kine "B** 
There nas no strong arm tactic noticed by me *■ but there was a lot of 
propaganda favoring the UIW. - ‘ - 

“During this period between 1933 and 1957 I can rera^ember n® etrlkos 
or close downs In IJiiie "B*» But during this time Paloettl would tell \kS 
of how mine was better off because of the TOST which, gate moro f 

favors to 1 would say that paloettl trlod to influence US } j 

miners In I'ine “B" to be sympathetic with the VMJf I vjas of tha ln 5 >resBlon y | 
that Paloettl favored those some twelve sympathisers by granting them j j 
favors In the mine, like giving them better mules. If the man was a driver. 


The following iigned etatemeTi't Ttfas obtained from 



•^Springfield# 111* 
Auguet 25, 1945 






or giving a minef a bettor room to leorV in* ^ 
seemod they could do ao*t everything they imntod* 

*T!)uring this period between 1935 and 1937 all of tha 
fellows in tho PKA. seemed satisfied, I believed the FKA. was doing good for 
Ufi miners and at no time did I ever notice ai^y attempts by the TVk to uae 
strong arm tactics of any kind to koop the men ^ line. There seenied to ba 
no friction bet.^cen the FhEk miners and tZ\o FIR officials. During this time 
I attended rjany UUA. msetings and I noticed no imusual nun^er of special 
assessments and we knew of no kickbacks to local' FK& officials* 



•^Bet;/een 1933 and Hay 1937, the never picketed Hine to Sflr 
knowledge, but ’ I recall there wore threats by UiBV to picket, but I cannot 
recall who these fellows wore. During this time I recall seeing pamphlets 
distributed at Hine telling the fellows to join OJfiT* 

•'In early Spring of 1937 I recall no alow ^ovms or work stoppages 
and I noticed no actual violence and no one camo to me to talk me into 
going over to tflP, altho I recall some follows wore contacted by IBW 
sympathiiars , but who vas contacted - and who contacted them ^ I can’t 
remember. 

A 

"I cannot recall being at a meeting of rVk on the night of Kay 11, 
1937, and I cannot say whether there was a meeting. On the morning of 
May 12, 1937, I went to work and noticed nothing unusual until I was 
notified by a driver that there would be no more work for the day, I 
cannot remember when I heard that some of tho fellow l^d been expelled from 
the PIR. - , 

•^I cannot remeitber any coal cars being loaded short on IZay 12, 

1937. 1 do not remember signing a petition on !&y 26, 1957, but I may 

have signed it. It is just that I cannot remember. But I know I did not 
sign any UlCT petition. But I cannot remember any 'wildcat^ petition 
having been circulated during the summer of 1957. 

*After the UlOT local was formed in July 1937, I reOeivod by . 

mail, some material urging me to join the UMW* But no one cotltactod mo 

personally in that regard* 

••After Hay 12, 1937^ I nov^r vent back to Mine •'B*. but at the 
end of ’*Zay in 1937 I was one of the P?IA who, picketed Klne - but only 
a few UM?7 men showed up for work so thoy could not work tho mine* Terward 
tho end of the summer of 1937 about a doten UM7T workers tried to stsert 


the mine so our local -TR had a sit dovm Strike In the mines for about 
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Re: L. LESVIS^ ET AL 




INTERV 


•Only ovor 01 m RtA loeal pickstcfi ftod -we her®r 
imported any picketera. Ho forco or other peua 
was uaed by the THk. offlolala to keep the fltt 
ocabers la line. The reason we stopped the sit 
dora strike was because the sheriff notified us there was an iajundtiem, 
against us. 



"I reT!iciDber there was an election that winter* of 19S7* and tlte 
PTiA. won. Ko violence or threats were used or made by either the 13MH «r 
PtIA.. 1 do not remember any other attea?sts to hare the mine reopened until 
1939 when I received notice from tbo company that the mine tjae openings 
d I had BO much time to come back to work. But I nevar went back to work 
for Mine "fi”. 


•I have read this statemont consisting cf sii pages* including 
this page, and believe it to be true and correct* ^ 




(Signed) 


•AITITESSES 



S ig ned ) , Special Agent, P.B.I, 
(Signed) Special Agent* FBI.* 
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hnt. 


INTERVIEW WITH 




i3 intdirvitiwed at 
"lll liiola , hit r^eldeno ea 

[and ,____ 

to the Ifaited StateiTF|||^B"^SBT»t8 natui^'JKo^S^pnSgRSW in 
This w ltnoes h& i Q fair SSfiodge of lihgllsh and oe^jiJc^i^BoIf u;:»Ier* 
stood* flH^^BvouId not mako a good witness ^ He oon 

testify h^Si a member of PJf*4* «i Uay 12, ^S7 andtlE^ne did not wl*h 
16 a nstnber of u«} 

stated he did not h ave a orla inal repca rd) 

Mine "B "about 

furnished the following statememti-* 

Springfield, 111*, 

A-ugust 36, 1945 

"i/L _ 

ce t ho follovrlng voluntary 8tatom^€T^^|H|HB and 

who I know to be Speoial Agents oft^^FoaeS^^^jenu 
of Invostlgation, no foroe, throats or pranisos have been np-do in 
obtaining this statement and I know tliat what I nay say may bo UB^ 



111 *., 




against mo in a court of law* 


"I was bo: 



ojid OBUoigrated to the 



in 


*I v-is etmoloyod 
ni^, inVuI^f 

"wug ejnployod at 



some aina, the noma of which I do not knov^ 
^at w?iioh time I bocoino a moaber of tho 
9 mine for about nine aontho* 


’In 


I started to work n» o miner In a ooal mine in 


Tl ^ 
XJl ^ ■ 


g-j «-|ii 


k ^ 10^5 T ■«f n r ^ T» nomr 

"■ “ — — 


«.. _ * ^ 1 j 

mines in and around Springfield, 111., during which time I was t mcanber 
of tho UiCf* 

•in the spring of 1932 I was employed at Mine 

Springfield, III* as a miner at which time I was a mombe r 1 

stop ped work In the spring of 1932 as the oontraot bot\'fO<m ^UpHHine 
BHwnd Uji.vr* ran )put and I did not have a unlcn oentraot t^w 
^Ser* Tho U.M.’f. in tho now oentraot drawn up in the fall of 1952 out 
the wa gs spa Is • 


- 7 f * 
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INT:ffiVZBT tUTH 



w»nt to work MIbb * B*, ' 
»• a Binor, workim aiPa laeoiSSr* 


of m. 


**7 Hava xiavor ^^66E as offioor iB ary tiri 4 ww » 

■l am unable to fuTTiiah any InToraetian ooBoeming the relatioBi* 


'ior to September 1932 aa 


many meetings when it was being organised as I wanted an honest Unicn 
to be organized and I did not think the U.U.17» was honest* 


and the offioals of Mine "B" between December 1932 and the first of May 
1957, there were’ no strikes at the jolne nor did the meoiageiaent close the 
mine frcm Deoamber 1952 to May 12, 1937* neither Slshoff or Feloettl 
made any statement against PMa nor did they show any hostile attitude 
toward Hia, between December 1932 and May 12, 1937* So far as 1 know the 
management of FM&. was in favor of P-ji between Deoamber 1932 and May 12, 


way was being operated and wanted to be members of PWa rather thap. * 
members of any other union* TheTfiembers seemed to be interested in the 
xmion PM/i. There was not a very large attendance at the meetings of 

and I did not attend very often as I was not able to go to the meet- 
ing after woricing all day* 

1 ^ T3ftfA 4.* *.*4 a ^ 

kliV > 9 UX 9 kkWV XXi Oty ^ WliJ ^ wx UXIV VXJL.»A^^ir^ 

some of its members in the bombing oases* The members of PMh. thought 
the defendants in the bombing oases were not getting a fair trial* 

’’There were no unusual assessmanta made by THK during the 
time I was a member»So far as I know the offloal* of Local Hik 
were honest and there was never any kiok to "local o ff ieale of FM/i* 


In favor of U.M.17, during the above dates* I do not have uny kncAvledge 
of any of the alleged IMT spies* I do not know of any relations betv/eess 
the management of Mine "fl* and offioals of Ut^ nor did I see the manage- 
ment of Mine "B” with any offioaT^ ofTSW* 



”1 was very muoh In favor of the fornwition of MA. and attended 


"There seemed to l^ve bean good relations between Looal S4 FU&. 


1937* 


**rh 0 re was no sentiment among the members of fWA. tltfit PUa Z»ooal 
54 ms being operated as a racket* kll the members seemed to like the 
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*I do not know of any vs-ge bo^-Io ooDtrorerBy la 
the Spring of 1957* Vo nontloa "m-B over amde 
to mo ty anyone oonoorning & vage iisuc* So fur 
ns I ^oir thoro wsro no temporary Blo^-domiB 
or stoppago of "worlc in tho Spring of 1937 prior t& liny 12, 1945 • 


"I did not attond tho PifiT mooting on the night Hoy 11, 1957, 
but I 'ums told thoro wb to bo o apooiol mooting tlat night* All the 
minors woro Informod of tho mooting 1^' n mnn at tho top of tho mine 
immod lately after they oarao out of tho inlno* I was not told the 
roason for the spooial mooting cn tho night of liny 11, 1957* 


"On Jiiy 12, 1937 I went to i^ork Q« always, I loaded oil tho 
oars In my rocm, but no empty oars woro brought to my rocm* I romain 
in my room until tino to stop work* I wxb told by semeono whon I 
rcaohod tho top of tho ground that olosod the mine booauBO nino 
off loals rofUBod to disohorge five non urtio had boon oxpcllod from the union 
because' thoy woro IMI spies* I do not know of any ooal oars being loadod 
short liny 12, 1943* 

"l do not rononbor the HCf petition of Ifcy 26, 1937 and cannot 
Bay whothor I signed tho petition or not* 

"l did not sign a IMf petition in the Sunnor of 1957 nof did 
I sign any other potiticsi in the sujncr of 1957* 

*I knoif/ nothing about tho fcniation of now IM7 local 7469 
July 29, 1937, I waB not askod to beocno a nonbor of UMf? in 1937 nor 
did anyone throaton no if I did not join tho UfclS? tn 1937* 

*I did net get Q notioo fror tt ino "p” in Sopt* 1937, that 
the nine was to open* I hoard fren an uakn'jvm aouroe that FiCT was to 
piokot Mine in Sept* 1937 on the day tho nine whs to open under 
ISfJ con tract. Cki tho day tho nine. Mine ”8", «is to opon in Septonber 
1937, I wont to Mine "B** as a jfokot and roimin a piokot for 56 days* 

Thoro was n<: ‘riclonoo usod during the 66" days of piokoting* Tho 
piokots rew^a iron duty during tho 56 day poriexJ, during which tino 
the unioni^RiA, provided a place tc stay and Bino of tho food* 


**A few days bofura Thanksgiving 1937 tho Sheriff c.dvisod the 
piokots that an Injunotion had been obtoinod to prevent tho piokoting 
and for that roacsi RiA. stopned tho piokoting of Hino "S'** The cioubora 
cf Hik did net think tho court should have Issued the injunction* 
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"4 fetr d& 7 E after the InJunotioQ a few tlif7 siemlMra 
vent to work at Mine Z do not know how notloe 

wag given that the"i^Hi''Vas to te.ve been opened at 
this time* 



*K fair elootion wag hold in Springfield hy KlilB in I>ooQcibor 

1937 • To jny knowlodgo did not throaton emy to vote for BI/i« Z 
was in favor of Hii and votod for FU&* 

*I do not know of an attempt to opun Mine In January 

1938 . 


”In 1938 thoro wore saao rootinga of Bia. nonbori, but I 
did not attend* There wug no violonoo to my knowledge botuocm May 
12» 1937 oiid Kov* 1939 when Mine "h" ro opened* 


*I understood that the wa"c soalc at Mino "B** after it opened 
in Kov, 1939 was to bo the gano as it wae m. Jfcy 12, 1937* 

•The Qcnbors of Bf7 who rotumod to tho nine thought thc^ 
shculd have a ooiitraot vdth Mine "B", but tho cionogenont of Hinc •b* 
would not give then a oontraot* 

"1 rotumod to work at Mino "B", January 6, 1940* I oould not 
return tp w..rk prior to that tlno booaueo thoro wore nany oavo-ins 
in tho ntno*^ I dc not know of any firoa In Iline "B" aubsequont 
Jan* 6, 1940* i 

"In tho spring 1940 an agont of IM7 talked to no In on 
attonpt to got no to liko bin and be in favor of BUfT* In tho Sunnor 
of 1940 a driver in Mino "B* throatonod to threw ooi.l on no booauso I 
would net join IP.ff* In tho fall of 1940 on onpluyoo uf Mino ”B" at- 
teriptod t . got no tc sign a slip to join UMVT bo that Gvoryono in tho 
mino oculd got alorig together* I did not gign. tho slip* I nevor 
saw cr hoard cxny thing which would loidioato th« nonagonont favored TB-W# 

I saw several fights botwoon nenbors of PiVv und UM fr<#3 Jan* 6, 1940 
tc Fob. 21, 1941* 


"I wag a liOnbor of Blu until abeut 
signed a o:i.rd tc join up until that tlno* 


<md 


nevor 

• ' 



was t .ld by a bvss, tho nano of whiia 
I do n«jt ImjwT^lTaT if i- did” net join IE4T I would loose ry job* 

I know that li!T7 wcig going tv win the elootion as roprcsontc-tlvo 
of the orployoog as thoy had nany ai.;oiits and >vorc gottiiig friendly 
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i> 9 c. 

far as I Icnow tho eleoticai ?eb. 21, 1941 
T?as bcsiosb &3 it WU8 hold ty tho N>Lr*Rtfi( 1 do not know 'of any foi*oo or 
thrc£.ts being usod to obtain votes f - T' 13,T7, at tho tiaic of the dcoticai* 

"I tyn at this tir<o in sympt^^ with Hfcl and I ojn only t‘ mciabor 
of Ulf'^ booauso nochorshlp is nooc-ssury in ordor to work at Kino 

”I do not have any spooifio reason to bcliovo the offioal* 
of ttfV arc dishonost* 

have hod road to mo tho nine pages of this statoficnt which 
is true and oorroot to tho bost of ray taiowlodgc* 



'•'TitnoEsodi- 


INTiKV IE: ?riTB 
-^DOfitinuod 



with the e:np love 
IM 7 about 



or that roaon I jolnad 



Spooiul Agent— F»B •!» 
i^oial Agont 
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r\-. _ ly^tikT T TTT rro //» 

% %rvxu>i Xf* X^C«fJU7^ MJU 


T>as interviewed st his resi^o^ • 
t 26. X^3 by Special ^-'^^^t||||||H 

^fyvars of age^ 

He came to the U. 3. in HBH 

'Spring^idd, Illinois, He a^n^s 

he has no crininal record. He spoa^'e r^id imdersta -ds English with difft- 



■^^r ar\ Krtc: * »*rkT»Kl c ’t?v r*S r^iy 


u. aaC»w< ua. 


factory witness, 
has no telephone 



resides at 
” anployed at 


Springfield, Iir.inois, 


"Springfield, HI, 

.^ugust 26, 1943 

following 
T ImoTr ti'j be Soncial -.irejits of 'the 



Spr^^^el^^liP^j^e the 


it without fear of threat, force or pronrLSw' of a ly kind. 
"I ar. ycare of age, born in 


"In I started work in the nines in Illinois at which time I 

joined the Uro^o? J*dne horkers first startedwor^^ IAn c_"g * in 

Springfield, in the fall of abou-ifl^B or at least M^^|H^ear5''ligol 
Before 1932 I n^ver had any troublewith Elshoff or Faicettl and I don't know 
of any one who had trouble vrith then. In 1932 the mjority of the mcai 

^forking in rone "B” joined the^rogressajCg^J^crs Union and so I joined Plk 

in 1932 b'Jt rio force or threats or pronasos w'^Tre nade to no to join, 

"Bettvesn 1932 and 1937 no one ever tried to get ne to join the 

U -K . 1 , and the conpany neviir tried to got ne to join 'the U 1£ li. , 

"I don't renenber going to a neoting of the P J! ^ on 11, 1937, 
and I don 't T'.'CCTjbJr when wt. went on strike in 1937 except that later that 
year we couldn't get to work unless we were U U W. 

"But -while we w^re on stiik- noithex the U }I u, the P I! a i^r any 
one tried to get me to sign anything that I caei rencicber. . 

"Tfhen we went out on strike, a ? M ji ciennittoeffian, whose name I 
canj'ot .r'^^&f^hor, told us this coi:*nlttoe had a mooting with the coc^iany 
and the cetepany said wo could noe work unless we joined U H J. 

*In Sept:mbor of 1937 I vent on a picket lino, or sit dtrivn strike 
at i^jic "B" for about 56 days. Only tho ? if i, picket d and wo didn't get In 
ar.yone else to help p?.cket, just be fore 'Aianksgiving 1937, a United States . 
'^rshall told us wl would aavt to leave, so w^ loft. 
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RJTEE7II>' ¥ITn 
(continued) 


■I di(in*t go back to iroric wtil Fove»ber of 
1939 when I got ny check number from 
Falcetti and room w^a all right, to Z 
went right to work. Soiae of the men could not go right to work because 
there hid been "fill ins" and thoir rooms were not cleaned out. About IDO 
n>en went to work this first day and then about 25 more could go back each 
day as their rooms wore cleaned out. 

"I got a registered letter to come back to work in Hov. 1939, and 
all the men talked of going back to work in the open mine. But we all 
thought we vforc going back as P 1£ A arid that is what I thoxight, 

"During this time I was laid off bi-twcan 1937 and 1939 I had nothing 
to do v/ith the mine. Some of the .-^.r-lu-'s were getting beat up by D K W 
mt,n, but I don't r -member who they w^re, and I didn’t %vant to get beat up 
so I juso soiyod away. 


line re-opuned In 1939* three D K V 
but I don't recicnber their nicies, and told me if I didn't j| 


"lifter several ninths after the 
men came to nic, 

sign up with U li J I Vfouid be out ce** a job. Ihese men said if I dicta *t 

si;5n fop U U 'iV by a certain day, I would be out of a job. So the day befo: 

this la^t day, I signed for U ii A. Aio only reason I signed was because I 

didn't wiint to lose my job, and it didn't make any diffi-rence to iiie whothe 

I was F if a or U K V just so the non ware honest and I would join the 
majority. 






f 
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"I cannot rononbor any olections or voting at any elections after - 
wont b?,ck tv) work in Mine "B" in l'-39. i^ftcr I signed for U MW I never 
signed anything for P H A. Hovicver in about 1937 I remonber voting in 
election wtiero p if « got about ^00 votes and U M W got about 23 votes, 

"SiTice I've joined U M W .1 have Tnd no trouble Yflth anjaine. 

I Worked in Mine__^" fr n 1 9^ 9 unti whon I went to work in 

iane "i^". this tir %'f; ne a slip to get a 

Job in Kine "a". He saia x'^aa twen a good woiirer and could earn more noney 
in Mine *A*. - ‘ 

"Aft^r I ifont back to work in 1939 at Mine "B" U l£ W organiZiers 
would Cone to Hinc "3** aiid trlod to get us to join U II iT. Ko one tried to 
beat me up but one U M W follow who said he had come from Kansas It ■ • 

Kentucky tried to talk me into joining U U W, Another U K W fellow tried 
to talk* m3 into joining U U h' and he was c Frvnc’inan. But I cannot renembe: 
any of their names. 
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knowledge. 


•nTitnossed! - 


■This etatenent of five pages h as been read • 
to ao 117 Spoetal ^genn^B^BB and I believe 
it is true and corroct^^^W^best of ay 
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Spoclil Ag^nt, P, B. I. 

Special Agent, F, B. I," 


R£i JCSIK L. LBflS. ST AL. 
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annAfiranna i 

~rr: 9 



sial Agentsi 

Ipresent* a ^ood 

Ly "ftrrtir lnQlny fUld aO€GlOd ^0 fea 

fiinoore in his statenonts* It la boliovod that ^^HVwould bo a (Opd 
witneaa to testify to thoso faote so^f^to in tnofolIoBrlng sigmod 
atatement* It is being noted tfafitjm^P exproasod n great rcltiotnnoo 
to tostify in opon oourt stating tffi^i^niB t^inicn if ho tostifiod ^ 

in oourt ho would hawa o hard tima holding a job In this ocuaaunitgr* \ 
Pcllowing la his aignod atatoments . • 


"AUimat 28. I9i8 

Springfioid, ni 


" I, loako tho following voluntary stotment 

both of whem havo iduntif iod thomaolvea to 
'o^a^oToi Ag^nt^o^t^^Fodoral Bureau of Investigation* So throats or 
procilsos h®^vo boon made to me to induoo mo to malco any atatonont* 


"I Y»as born in 
pmotioally a ll my li fe* 
ployed at the 
that tine was 



oined tho U.M.T7* 
mine* I atartoc wo 
r of tho P.>f.^k* I 



and 



rking for JJIiw B in 9|H|| 
ult working aC liino Ben 


and hnvo boon a minor 
and pre sentl y om- 
axkl at 


that tino 



"Between 1533 and 1937 tho HiLs. soemod to bo getting along fine 
with tlio ojup&ny non* I used to go to a majority of tho meetings but do 
net know tho various doois ona nado by the local union offioiola* 


"I had heard ro-isrs in tho spring 1937 that some of our 
men in tho Progrossivoa woro aotually working for the UJ^.W• Sexoo of 
tho non who wore supposed to bo spies woro FRJtlTK nUSTIl? and CH(> S * 

I don't know if thoro was any dispute goiRg on at th^t time 
with rospoot to wug?s* It is ny impression that tho strike on May 12, 
1937 WU3 duo to tho foot tho mon didn*t w ant to v^ork with thoso non# 

■ut that tino I was working as a driver In know that shortly 

after the tion started working they 6tartod"^o^ng tho oc^rs short* I 
asked the non why they woro doing that, but thoy wouldn*t give no any 
reason*- 

"a few weeks after tho mine was shut down I wont out to tho 
nines with some other non and ut that tino I aignod a potiticn for the 
P.M»tv« I was out cn tho picket lino with the othor non whon wc wore 
served with an Injunotion to got off tho property*' Tho non felt that 
there was a oonsplraoy botv/oon ELSHOfF & tho B*H*i7* t»n to stop us from 
w rking* 



